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 MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Pre-

serve is a not-for-profit advocacy and 

support organization committed to pre-

serving, protecting and promoting Six 

Mile Cypress Slough Preserve for future 

generations through education and com-

munity partnerships, working together 

with Lee County and South Florida Wa-

ter Management District.  The Six Mile 

Cypress Slough Preserve is a critical 

wetland system having positive value in 

inspiring and educating its visitors 

about wetlands and their roles in pre-

serving the environment and local qual-

ity of life. Friendsô vision is to maintain 

the Preserveôs positive community influ-

ence in perpetuity.  
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PRIZES AWAIT PHOTO  

CONTEST WINNERS 
 

HAVE YOU SUBMITTED YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE THIRD  

ANNUAL FRIENDS OF THE SIX MILE CYPRESS SLOUGH  

PRESERVE PHOTO CONTEST?                                                        

          First prize photos in all categories will be awarded a parking sticker for parking 

for one year at most of the Lee County Parks and Boat Ramps.  (Locations can be found 

at www.leeparks.org.)  Second and third place winners will receive a merchandise 

certificate for the Friends Corner Store at the Interpretive Center.   

          The rules and entry information are included in this newsletter and on line 

at www.sloughpreserve.org. 

          Award winners will be notified by February 15, 2012 and awards will be pre-

sented at a Photo Contest Celebration to be held at the Slough Interpretive Center on 

February 25, 2012.  Winning photos will be displayed for 2012 at the Slough Interpre-

tive Center. 

           Entries will be accepted until 3:00 pm Tuesday, January 31, 2012 at the Interpre-

tive Center at the Slough, 7791 Penzance Blvd. in Fort Myers.  If there are any ques-

tions, please call the Friends at 239-533-7557. 

FRIENDS FIELD TRIPS  

SCHEDULED FOR 2012 

      

     Field trips led by Friends members Janet Bunch and Mary Murray have been so suc-

cessful that monthly trips are scheduled through May 2012.   These trips are open to all 

Friends members.   The trips scheduled are: 

Hickeyôs Creek on January 24 

Bird Rookery Swamp on February  7 

Caloosahatchee Regional Park on April 10 

Bowditch Point and Matanzas Pass Preserve on May 10 

These adventures fill up fast, so contact janetbunch@yahoo.com as soon as possible to 

register.   

2001ðThe start of the Friends Organization 

Crew Marsh Field Trip  
Photos Carolyn Babb 

mailto:janetbunch@yahoo.com
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Winter GATHERINGs speakers  

 

Dr. Jerry Jackson, Florida Gulf Coast University, renowned ornithologist and  

naturalist . 

Surprise Eyes ï The Downy Plumage and Behavior of Ducklings  

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 7:00 pm 

 

 

Robert Repenning, Land Stewardship Coordinator,  

Lee County Parks and Recreation 

State of the Slough 2012 

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

Amy Bennett Williams, journalist for the News-Press and author of Along the  

Caloosahatchee River 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ernesto de la Vega, Lee County Hyacinth Control 

An Underwater Exploration of Natural Ponds 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 7:00 pm 

All programs are free and open to the public.  Programs are scheduled for 7:00 pm at the 

Interpretive Center, Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve, 7751 Penzance Blvd in Fort 

Myers.  RSVP by Tuesday before the Wednesday programs to Friends at (239) 533-7557 

or carolyn_babb08@comcast.net   

Along the BoardwalkééNaturally noteworthy  
by Dotty Brown 

 

     Rainbows burst forth from water droplets left by fog or dew on the tips of 

pine needles as the low winter sun sends its rays to the slough. Shadows are 

long, providing the photographer with unique composition in timing of shafts 

of lighting and shadows for contrast. The open understory, the ferns and 

wildflowers in particular, receive winter sunlight to renew their foliage. 

Adult birds and mammals, no longer tethered to nursing duties, are roaming -  

providing unexpected sightings. Roseate Spoonbills, Wood Storks and Glossy Ibis have been 

noted. On Monday morning after Christmas a FLORIDA PANTHER was observed east of the 

Interpretive Center by a visitor who reported it to Heather. The panther departed upon noting 

human presence.  

     What will you see on your walk along the boardwalk? 

 



 

 

 2011 Friends Photography Contest  
 

          You are cordially invited to submit your best pictures to the third annual Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve photography 

contest.  This event is an opportunity for you to share your beautiful views of this very special natural area and its native wild-

life. 

     Mail (or drop off) your photo(s), entry form, and entry fee ($10 per photographer) to Six Mile Slough Preserve Photo Con-

test, 7791 Penzance Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33966, between November 1, 2011  and January 31, 2012 (contest closes at 3:00 

PM). 

     The contest is open to amateur photographers only (may not possess a professional photographer tax identification number 

for the sale of photographs). 

     Photos must have been taken at the Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve. 

     There will be a separate category for Friendsô Board members, the contest judges, and the staff of Six Mile Cypress Slough 

Preserve entries. 

  

     Each contestant may submit a total of up to five photos.  Photos may be submitted in any of the categories below: 

1. Plants 

2. Animals (including insects) 

3. Open (any photo that does not belong in one of the above categories, such as landscape, abstract, people) 

4. Altered Images (Plants, Animals, or Open) Images which are modified in ways not covered in the "Permitted 

Modifications" section below should be entered in the Altered Images category.  Judges may, at their discre-

tion, place an entry in this category if it shows clear evidence of such alteration. 

 

      Separate awards will be granted for contestants aged 17 and under. 
  

Permitted Modifications (for categories 1-4, above) 

¶ Red-eye removal and spot editing 

¶ Use of filters or photo editing software to sharpen, soften, blur, despeckle, or remove noise 

¶ Use of corrective functions to improve the natural appearance of the image, such as levels, contrast, brightness, curves, in-

tensity, tone, hue, saturation, lightness, value, color balance, and tint. 

¶ Judges reserve the right to reassign a photograph to a different category, or disqualify it. 

  

Altered Images (Category 4) 

Photographs manipulated for artistic purposes by applying digital and/or traditional special effects (i.e. hand coloring, 

bleaching, collage and photo composites, and filters applied to approximate other artistic techniques such as fresco, pen 

or pencil renditions, etc.).  

  

     Photos must be printed on the paper of your choice, 8ò x 10ò or 8ò by 12ò. Please select a 6-character code and write it on a 

sticky Post It Note; attach it on the back of each of your photographs. Note each code on your entry form. 

 

     For a photo in which a person is recognizable, you must secure a model release from the subject or, in the case of a minor, the 

subject's parent or guardian and provide it to Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve upon request. 

           

Judging  
     Entries will be judged on the basis of creativity, photographic quality, and effectiveness in conveying the beauty and/or 

unique character of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve in one of the contest categories. Judging will be anonymous.  The contest 

judges will not have access to the entry forms.   

  

     First, second, and third place will be awarded in each category.  Contestants are eligible to win only one award in each cate-

gory.  One photo will be selected from all the winners as the ñTop Shotò. 

  

Miscellaneous  

     Award winners will be notified by February 15, 2012 and awards will be presented at a Photo Contest Celebration to be held 

at the Slough Interpretive Center on February 25, 2012.  Winning photos will be displayed at the Slough Interpretive Center. 

  

     Prints will become the property of Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve.  The Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve is 

not responsible for lost or damaged photos. 

  

     By entering the contest, photographers agree that Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve may display winning photos 

and may make and retain copies of the photographs for educational purposes and fundraising without any fee or other form of 

compensation. 
 

 Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve is designated by IRS a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, and registered  

charitable organization # CH13822 in compliance with Florida Division of Consumer Services requirements. 3 



 

 

2011 Photo Contest Entry Form  

 
Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve  

2011 Photo Contest Entry Form  

 

Name__________________________________________________________ Age 17 or Under?_________ 

Address________________________________________________________  

City_________________________ State______________ Zip ____________  

Phone_______________________  

Email _________________________________________________________  

Please mark your personal code on a post it note (or similar) and attach to the back of the photo (s) being submit-

ting.  

Category:  

 

Plants:  
Photo #1 code ________ Photo #2 code________ Photo #3 code________ Photo #4 code________   

Photo #5 code________  

 

Animals  
Photo #1 code ________ Photo #2 code________ Photo #3 code________ Photo #4 code________   

Photo #5 code________  

 

Open  
Photo #1 code ________ Photo #2 code________ Photo #3 code________ Photo #4 code________   

Photo #5 code________  

 

Altered 

Photo #1 code ________ Photo #2 code________ Photo #3 code________ Photo #4 code________   

Photo #5 code________  

 

Send your photos (Maximum of five photos) to Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve Photo Contest, 7791 Penzance 

Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33966, by January 31, 2012.  Be sure to include a check for your $10 entry fee made out to 

Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve. You will be notified by February 15, 2012 if you have won or 

placed in the contest.   Awards reception will be on Saturday, February 25, 2012 at Noon.  Thank you for entering 

and good luck!  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

Photo Release Form 
Permission to Use Photograph in 2011 Photo Contest sponsored by Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough 
 

I grant to Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough (ñthe Friendsò) the right to take photographs of me and my family in connection with the above-

identified event 
.   

I authorize the Friends, its assigns and transferees to copyright, use and publish the same in print and/or electronically. 

 
I agree that the Friends may use such photographs of me with or without my name and for any lawful purpose, including for example such 

purposes as publicity, illustration, advertising, and Web content. 

I have read and understand the above: 

Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Printed Name: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Date: __________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature, parent or guardian if under 18: _____________________________ 
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 TRASH PICKUP  THIRD SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH  JOIN US 9:00 a.m.  FUN AND FRIENDS   
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SLOUGH PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR WINTER 
 

 

Tai Chi  Thursdays, January 12th through February 16th, 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm. $60 per session or $12 per class 

 

     

 

     Beginner/ Intermediate Level Traditional Yoga   Tuesdays, January 10th 

   through February 14th, 9:00 am to 10:15 am, $50 per session or $10 per class 

 

 

Tracking Club  Saturdays, January 14th and February 11th, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

 

 

Skull ID 101  Tuesdays, January 10th through March 27th, 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm 

 

 

FrondZoo Art  Tuesdays, January 10th, February 14th and March 13th,  12:30 pm to 3:30 pm, $25 per person 

 

 

 

Working Your Digital Camera Wednesday, January 18th, Saturday, January 21st, or Wednesday, March 21st  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm, $45 per person 

 

EXPLORE THE SLOUGH  

BY THE LIGHT OF THE FULL MOON  

 
     Experience the Slough in the light of the full moon on this guided sensory walk.  You 

may hear sounds that you will not hear in the day, smells that come and go and feel changes      

        in air temperature as you walk along the boardwalk.   

                 A volunteer naturalist will lead you along the boardwalk as the moon rises over the   

                                   Slough.  You should wear comfortable walking shoes.  No flashlights needed.  No cameras               

        with flashes are allowed.    

 

           Saturday          January 7, 2012   5:45 pm 

   Tuesday  February 7, 2012   6:15 pm 

   Wednesday March 7, 2012   6:30 pm 

   Friday  April 6, 2012   7:45 pm 

2010 Photo Contest Winner  

by Vincent Abbatiello  

Reservations are required for programs.  Register for programs online at 

www.leeparks.org or by calling Lee County Parks and Recreation at  (239)

533-7275. 



 

 

POT LUCK moments 
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Photos   

Carolyn Babb 

Tim Denger 

Heather Gienapp 


