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Summer 

Wet Walks 
 

Two of the wet 

walks sponsored by 

Friends have al-

ready occurred at 

the Slough this 

summer.    The Saturday walk in June proved to be 

one of the best on record with sightings including 

two otters and a night heron.  Sightings like that 

are special.  All of the participants were thrilled.   

Two more are planned for Sunday, August 22nd at 

Noon and Saturday, August 28th at 10:00 am. 

(Please note this is a change in date from previ-

ously advertised date of Saturday, August 21st)  

There is still room to sign up for the August walks.  

Reservations can be made by emailing Dr. Charles 

OôConnor at rcoc77@embarqmail.com  Walks are 

limited to 15 per walk for ages eight and up.   A 

$10 per person donation is requested.  

Any questions please call the Friends at  

239-533-7557.  

 

 Camp Scholarships at the Slough 
 

Scholarships have been awarded to students who en-

tered an essay in the Friends first ñWhy I want to go to 

camp at the Sloughò contest.  Board members of the 

Friends evaluated the essays.  Although there were 

more entries than the original number of tuition schol-

arships, the Friends Board of Directors decided that all 

of the entrants were deserving of having their tuition 

paid for summer camp at the Slough.   

One of Friends main goals and objectives is the educa-

tion of the children who will be living in this environ-

ment, in whatever shape the adults may leave it!  This 

is a great way to demonstrate to these students the im-

portance of nature and human impact.  We hope that 

the camp experience will stay with them always.  

See Page Two for excerpts from the camp essays.     

 FRIENDS 2010-2011 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE  
 

Plans are already in the works for 2010-2011 

Season for Friends Gatherings! 

 

Mark Your Calendars for these dates. 

 

Holiday Potluck  
Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

January Program  

Tuesday, January 25, 2011 

February Program  

Tuesday February 22, 2011 

March Program  

Tuesday, March 22, 2011 

April Program  

Tuesday, April 26, 2011 

 

Watch for announcements of the speakers. 

Photos Gary and Nancy  John-

son 

Kids and adults alike enjoy 
the Cathedral area of the wet 

walk path.  

Donôt forget about pictures 
for the Photo Contest! 



 

 

Winning Essays for Summer Camp  

I love sports and being outdoors.  I 

like fishing.  I hope to see alliga-

tors, hogs, snakes and other wild-

life.  I like to be outside like fishing, 

riding bikes, skateboarding, and 

hanging out with friends.   I will be 

prepared to do activities and chal-

lenges that are put in front of me.  

Matthew, Age 12 

During the beginning of summer you think 

ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȢ  9ÏÕ 

ÔÈÉÎË ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÍÕÓÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÁÒËÓ ÁÎÄ 

the pool and sleeping late.  But in the middle 

of the summer you start to get bored and wait 

for school to start again.  That is why camps 

like this are good for kids it makes them real-

ize that outdoors is better than indoors.  You 

would think that most kids hate nature but 

almost all the kids in the world love it you just 

got to make it fun.  So that is why I want to go 

to this camp and if I go I will enjoy every sec-

ond of it. Andrew, Age 11 

The reason why I want to go to 

the Slough is that it can teach 

much more about nature.  

They may teach me more 

about hummingbirds, blue jays, 

robins and woodpeckerséI 

could learn more about differ-

ent types of trees and where 

theyõre located.  I can learn 

about underground animals.  I 

could even learn about what 

type of weather some animals 

like.    Jenna (Age 10-12 Group) 
Usually camp is boring, but the 

Slough has all the fun things like all 

the interesting animals, wilderness 

survival tips and gorgeous plants.  

Walking quietly through the woods 

like a bear hunting for food brings 

me a step closer to nature.  Nature 

often soothes me and gives me a 

relaxing feel that everything is 

stress free.  That is why I love the 

animals.  When youõre on a hike 

and get lost using your intelligence 

will come in handy.  The Slough can 

teach me variety of life survival 

skills.  Learning tips can be fun.  

Testing them out on your own to 

experience it yourself brings a lot 

of bliss instead of just listening to 

the teacher talk.       Nalani, Age 12 

I saw someone working on their boat that was dripping oil OVER A CANAL!  So I 

invented an oil removal system that cleans up oil from canals or any water resource.  

But, I still donôt know much about Florida.  So I would like to go to The Six Mile Cy-

press camp so I can learn more about it.  I love animals and the environment so that is 

why I want to go to the Six Mile Cypress Slough.   Zach, Age 13 

I love nature, but I have very little 
chance to learn about nature.  I 
want to learn everything you have 
to teach.         Ashleigh, Age 12 

Sitting outside and looking at nature is one of 

my many favorite things to do on the weekends.  

Also I went on a walk through the SloughéI 

thought it was fun because we were up to or 

chests in water and still could walk!  As I have 

been growing older I have seen the importance 

of trees and nature.  As a kid and now as a teen I 

have enjoyed this kind of activity.      Danielle, 

Age 13 
I want to go because 

I would like to ex-

perience the nature in 

the woods, and I like 

seeing insects and 

reptileséIt is going 

to be outside and I 

like seeing cypress.  

Jose 

My favorite subject has al-

ways been science.  There are 

so many reasons why I love 

scienceé.I have always been 

an outside kind of girl.  I love 

the feeling of the sun on the 

back of my neck and listening 

to the chirping of the grass-

hoppers or birds.  I really 

donõt belong anywhere else 

but outside.  I really like lying 

on the grass and gazing at the 

world around me and just re-

laxing.  I always ponder the 

world around me and how it 

came to be.  Sophia 

Ever since I moved to Florida a few years ago, Iôve been interested in all the different 

and amazing plants and animals that live here.  I especially like the variety of insects.  

Since I was little, my Mom tells me, I have like to watch small insects as they go about 

their lives.  I really want to go to camp at the Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserveéit 

would be loads of fun and a chance to get to know other kids that like the out-

doors too.  Christine, Age 12 

I have been to Six Mile Slough only 
twice but both times were wonderful 
experiences for me.  My favorite thing 
that I saw at the Slough was the sight 
of teenage anhinga and great herons 
playing around in their nests.  I also 
saw a lot of cool -looking trees includ-
ing one that looked like a huge bon-
sai.  Robert 


