
 

 

Connections 
Newsletter for Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve 

 
 

March 2010 

 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS  
The Friends Annual Meeting for 2010 was held on March 

22, 2010.  Three new board members were elected by the 

general membership.  Steve Tutko who has been serving on 

the Advisory Board of the Friends organization agreed to 

join the Board of Directors.  He is a biologist and originally 

came to the Friends Organization via the 

Babcock Ranch.  Not only has Steve offered 

valuable information and knowledge at every 

meeting of the Board of Directors in the past 

several years, he has been one of the regulars  

at Friends Corner, and a trash picker for the 

Friends Adopt A Highway 

Program.       

Rejoining the board as Advocacy Chairperson 

is Joyce Sanders.  Joyce has been the coordi-

nator of the Friends Corner gang ñWorker 

Beesò since her retirement as President of 

Friends last year.  She is a Founding Board 

member of the Friends organization and a 

driving force in the building of the Inter-

pretive Center.  This is a great ñrefitò for her and for the 

Friends organization.  Her great passion is preservation of 

the Slough. 

Friends is going to have the first ñremoteò board member in 

Jean Labriola Scholz who is joining the board from Pennsyl-

vania.  Jean and her husband are in Fort Myers six times a 

year at their second home and anticipate relocating here.  She 

is a scientist at the University of Pennsylvania with research 

and teaching experience in plant and animal genetics, cellu-

lar immunology, and biotechnology.  

She is eager to join the Friends Board 

and we welcome her with open arms.  

From Jean ñI have a strong avocational 

interest in native plants and their use in 

landscape design and habitat restora-

tion.  For the past decade I've been part 

of a team of volunteers that organizes 

one of the country's largest conferences 

on native plants in the landscape.  I fell 

in love with Six Mile Cypress for its plants 

and land/waterscapes, but well understand 

the tremendous broader value of the preserve to the area's 

ecology as well as its human residents.ò 

The Board of Directors welcomes the new board members 

and thank them for their willingness to help support the staff 

and volunteers at the Slough and represent the great group of 

citizens who are members of the Friends of Six Mile Cypress 

Slough Preserve.  

 

FRIENDS FIRST 

PHOTO CONTEST 
The Friends first Photo Contest 

at the Slough attracted 36 ex-

hibitors with over 150 photo-

graphs which were judged by 

Steve Chase, a professor from 

Edison College.  A reception 

was held on February 6, 2010 to 

announce the winners.   The 

winning photographs are fea-

tured on page Two of this issue.   Plans 

are already underway for the next con-

test to begin in the Fall of 2010.  Pictures at the Slough at 

any time of the year are eligible.  Watch the Friends web site 

www.sloughpreserve.org and the Lee County Parks and Rec-

reation web site www.leeparks.org. for details later this year.    

(Photo Heather Gienapp) 

FRIENDS OFFERING  

SCHOLARSHIPS TO SUMMER 

CAMPS AT THE SLOUGH  
The Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve is offering 

12 scholarships to pay for the fees for a week of summer 

camp at the Slough.  Students from ages 10  -16  are asked to 

submit a one page essay explaining ñWhy I want to go to 

Summer Camp at the Slough.ò   

Camps sessions are Naturalist Camp for 10 ï12 year  olds 

from July 19 to July 23 or July 26 to July 30.   Wilderness 

Camp is for 12 -16 year olds from August 9 to August 13 or 

August 16 to August 20.  All sessions of the camps involve 

exploring and learning about nature through the beauty of the 

Slough.  

Essays should be submitted to Dr. R. Charles OôConnor at 

rcoc77@embarqmail.com or to the Friends of Six Mile Cy-

press Slough Preserve, 7791 Penzance Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 

33966 .  If you have any questions please call the Friends at 

2 3 9- 5 3 3- 7 5 5 7 .  

Entries must be 

received by Friday, 

May 28, 2010.  

Winners will be 

notified in writing 

by June 11, 2010.      
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FRIENDS FIRST PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS 

Richard Burwell  

Plant Category 

Brigitte Foremen 

Plant Category 

Gretchen Barsness 

Animal Category 

Gail Campbell 

Open Category 

Janet Bunch 

Open Category 

Vincent Abbatiello 

Animal Category 

Peter Sidell 

Plant Category 


