Connections

Newsletter for Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve

The New Displays Are In!

by Mary Rude

A great bigthank you to the Friends for funding the
replacement of the five large interpretive displays along
our boardwalk trail. The new signage is fabricated by
the company Fossil and will be much more durable than
our old displays. They will not have a Plexiglas cover-
ing (which used to trap bugs and debris) and will be
much easier to keep clean and looking nice.

The existing art was used for the trail panels to keep the
cost down. This also saved time since to have new art
produced would take up to a year. The overall cost of
the panelséincluding the
little more than $10,000.00.

Additionally as part of the project, the two map displays
at the amphitheater will be replaced shortly. The maps
and information have been updated and will be much
more attractive than the old temporary displays. The
other two panels at the amphitheater kiosk will be re-
done in another phase.

Lastly and included in this phase, the Friends have
funded the selfjuided Green Building Tour signage.
Thank you taBill Sandersfor creating fabulous original
art for each display. His drawings are so charming, |

candt stop looking at themyeads bgli €¢¢

tention to important information about what features
make our building AGreeno.
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FUNDING
CUT BY THE LEE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

VERvirokmerita® EdectionPteather ety aBear eékplains the

Andy Gurri installs one of the new display panels along the Board
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Green Bus Recycling Experienc® participants in a wet
walk at the Slough in support of the Environmental Educa-
tion Program in the Lee County Schools. About 60 partici-

pants were |l ed through the Sl ot

and Bill Hammond, and Rick Tully.

The Environmental Education Program funding has been cut
so drastically for the 2002010 school year that all Resource
Teacher positions have been eliminated, and only one help-
ing teacher remains. In years past the EE Program had six
Resource Teachers and six helping teachers serving one
fourth the number of schools and students. Cindy Bear (20

reassigned to teach in classroom settings.

Consequently, there will be very few Environmental Educa-
tion Program field trips this school year. Two years ago the
Program led or facilitated field trips for 35,000 students,
teachers, and adult chaperones, each trip supported by a
comprehensive and well written curriculum. Venues in-
cluded the Slough, Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge,
Manatee Park, the Waste to Energy Facility, the Sanitary
Landfill, the Recycling Facility, Koreshan State Historic
Site, Randell (Calusa Indian) Research Center, Caloosa-
hatchee Regional Park, and other sites.

Annually, 2,000 seventh grade students, parents, and teach-
ers joyfully experienced the Six Mile Cypress Slough wet
walk, many saying it was the highlight of their academic
careers. Almost all left with a deeper appreciation and under-
standing of the Slough.

Also, the Monday Group high school environmental class
may not meet for the first time in 40 years. Friends know
how important the Monday Group was in preserving the Six
Mile Cypress Slough, along with Manatee Park.

Wetl ands protection begins witt

in the education process is now even more vitally important
than at any time in the past. If you are a resident of Lee
County, contact the Lee County School Board with com-

ments and concerns about the Environmental Education Pro-

ram. The citizensdé vioSume nee:

port the EE Program!
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