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NEW EXHIBITS AT

THE INTERPRETIVE CENTER
by Mary Rude

The Six Mile Cypress
Center is complete with informational and haodsdis-
plays. Learn about otters, panthers, alligators and other
animals that live at the Preserve. Listen to sounds that
you might hear out on the
venturous and guess what o6s
Many visitors are also curious about what the Slough
looks like in our different seasons. See astounding pho-
tos of the difference between the wet season and the dry
season taken from the same location. How do the ani-
mals adapt to these amazing, changing conditions?

Not only do the displays give information about the Pre-
serve and its inhabitants, but there is information about
the building itself.

It is the first public certified green building in Lee
County. See if you can detect what makes the building
green. (Hint: the ceiling is made of bamboo. This is a
highly renewable resource.) Go on a nrself guided

tour and learn more.

The exhibit designer was Pattie Smith of Frina Design
and the fabricator was ADM Il studios in Tampa. Both
companies worked extremely hard to get the project done
in a very tight time frame.

Many thanks to the Friends on the display committee
Carolyn Babb andNancy Johnsonand the staff of Six
Mile Cypress Slough for all the time and effort they put
into proofing, selecting photos and contributing ideas.
Thanks also to the people who contributed photos such as
Wilma Keidel, Char | es
others.

Thank you to the donors who made this project finan-
cially possible and thank
you especially to every-
one who dreamed with us
and believed that we
could create a place of
fun and learning.

Students at the Slough
(Photo Courtesy of Si
Mile Cypress Slough
Preserve)
See Page 5 for more
pictures of the Interprg
tive Center Exhibits.
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PRESI DENTO0S MESS

This message will be my last as president of Friends of
Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve. On March 23rd at our

AApngad Meeting, ¢ 10pA 0 UM oyet ther Igadeshin of e

this incredible organization into the very capable hands of
Vice President Carolyn Babb. You will notice she is also
our ConnectionsEditor and wears many hats at the

t r gough.¢She wotks eygryeFriday, with Jeff Key,eoff tgy -
i nboagdwalkchecking waferlevels in wellsc i pometimes

with our Adopt a Road trash gang, or talking to visitors
on interpretive walks, roving, or at one of the ponds with
the scope, at the reception desk or in Friends Corner. That
is a snapshot of your new president and | could not be
happier or prouder. A strong, energetic board of direc-
tors made up of seasoned as well as new faces supports
Carolyn. We continue to look for new members to serve,
so this will also be my last appeal for your support in that
areal

As | look back over our past issues of Connections, | real-
ize | have asked for your membership, your money, and
your help in fundraising, your presence at our meetings,
and your voice to add to our advocacy efforts. You have
always responded!

Thank you for the years of support, encouragement and
most of all your faith in our mission to preserve, protect
and promote the slough for future generations through
education and community partnerships.

The building of
into the slough has gone
tions! When we see the pleasure of discovery through our
visitors, old and young, when viewing and interacting
with fhe exhibitsand the displays in the reception area,
we know we have accomplished the first step in our mis-
sion to preserve and protect the slough for future genera-
tions.

It has been a privilege and honor to serve as your presi-
dent for the past 7 years!

Thank you!
Joyce Sanders

Editor 6g
Joyce is staying
close to her Friends.
She has agreed tq
be Friends Corner
Coordinator. See
Page Four Membe
ship News!

t he gatewayer pr
beyond our



MEET THE FEBRUARY
FRIENDS GATHERING
SPEAKER

Monday, Feb 23rd at 7:00 PM
The guest speaker will bécott Greg-
ory from the Calusa Nature Center and
Planetarium. Scott has been with the
Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium
since November, 2004 as a Resource
Naturalist, leading its animal manage-
ment programs.
Scott was born and raised in Milton
Keynes, England. He moved to the
United States in 1993. He started his
zoological career at Santa Fe Teaching

2009 ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE FRIENDS

Monday, Mar 23rd at 7:00 PM
The guest speaker will beisa Ost-
berg from theFriends of the Florida
Panther Refugethe official support
organization created to promote a
better understanding and appreciation
of the National Wildlife System and
the Florida Panther Refuge in par-
ticular.
Nominations for the Board for the
next year will be presented for mem-
bership approval.
Please join the Friends at the Inter-

THANKS TO CINDY BEAR FOR
HER PRESENTATION ON THE
BURROWING OWLS

By Charl es

06 Coni

On December 15th, 2008, Cindy Bear
spoke about her recent comprehensive

five year study of Burrowing Owls in

Cape Coral using radio telemetry data
and intensive site i
Years of Wildlife - Human Interface;
Burrowing Owl s Shen
also compared the data to her prelimi-
nary owl studies that began 22 years
ago. Cindy is a Resource Teacher with
the Environmental Education Program

Ca

Z00, graduating in 2003 with a degree
in Zoo Animal Technology, which led
to a job with Wild Adventures, an
animal conservation park, in Valdosta,
Georgia. Scott was recruited by the
Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium
in November, 2004 for the position of
Resource Naturalist, leading its animal
management programs. Under his
gui dance, Cal usads
has grown to over 100 animals and
features such protected species as Bald
Eagles, Indigo Snakes and gopher
tortoises. Calusabéb
collection was made possible after he
arrived, as Scott holds all necessary
permits for public exhibition of the
species. He performs various public
relations duties, appearing on televi-
sion, radio and in print media, and
holds daily presentations for the visit-

ing public.

JOIN US FOR FUN AND A
GREAT PROGRAM.

Scott at a previous Friends pra
gram with an Indigo Snake.

pretive Center. RSVP to 23%33
7557 or babb88@centuryfla.com

tion Commission.
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RICKI LAIRD, THANK'Y OU FOR YOUR YEARS ASA
VOLUNTEER AT THE SLOUGH ! WE ARE PROUD

THAT YOU ARE A FRIEN D!
Ricki and her husband George retired and relocated from lllinois to F
in 1980. She was only here for a few months before finding it necesg
do something with her extra time. She started her volunteer career
SW Regional Hospital in Fort Myers. Volunteering at the hospital a
her church, led her to volunteering at the Slough in 1994. Ricki was
duced to the Slough in the second volunteer naturalist class that me
Fall of 19941995. For the fourteen plus years since then she has

at Slough events and her latest efforts in volunteering have been
front desk at the new Interpretive Center. She has been a membe
Friends organization since shortly after formation of the group and \
teered at the many Friends sponsored events as well. Unfortunate

! shoes (so to say) and concentrate her e
i on herself for a while! Although she is ref
ng from volunteering, we hope to see he
the Friends meetings.

RICKI6 Many thanks for all of your
time as a volunteer and a member g
Friends.

; has decided it is time to hang up her texnis

and a part time Avian Biologist for
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-

orida
ary to
at the
hd at
intro-
[ in the
worn

many hats including leader of guided walks, rover on the boardwalk, helper

at the
of the

olun-
ly, she

orts
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I at
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