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FRIENDS CORNER - STOCKED AND
READY FOR BUSINESS

The ACorner o st
tive Center at the Six Mile Cypress

or €

Slough is stocked and ready for

business. The

iC

they call themselves, Joyce Sanders,

Rudy and Irmgard Lampron

Nancy Johnson and Carolyn Babb

(as well as other Friends) have

worked hard and long to get the
store ready for regular hours |of
business.
Now all that is needed are volun-

teers to help staff the Corner. The
goal is to have enough Friends|to
have a regular schedule to coincjde

with the hours for the guided walk

and the open hours of the Interpre-

tive Center.
CHECK YOUR SCHEDULES
FOR THE COMING MONTHS
VOLUNTEER FOR A MORNING
OR AFTERNOON AT THE COR¢}
NERI!!I!

Rudy Lampron has coordinated the
installation of a state of the art com-
puterized sales and inventory sys-

tem. There will be a training ses-
sion for those folks volunteering for
working at the Corner.

Please contact Carolyn Babb |at

babb88@centuryfla.com or 2328
-4707 to volunteer for any of the
following times beginning immedj-
ately! For the months of August

and September the store will pe

open on the following days:
Wednesday 10:00 AM 2:00 PM
Saturday 10:00 AM 2:00 PM

If there are other days or hours that

are more convenient for anyone, we
and

are always open for suggestions
volunteers.

JOIN US, HAVE SOME FUN
AND HELP FUND THE INTE-
RIOR DISPLAYS. THE CORNER
NEEDS YOUR HELP

Theaday of theeGrahdrOpenin
the Interpretive Center the stare

was open and sales surpassed
&2,00@k rAll @& ¢ha grofits &

this day and all of the other sales

go directly back to the interior
displays of the center.
Wendy Key, a Friends member|as
well as a jewelry designer, has
designed a signature necklace,
using the Friends logo, exclu-
sively for sale at the Corner. The
first order of 25 sold out almogt
immediately and another 25 are
now available. Wendy will also
have some of her other designs at
the Corner as well.
There are note cards and post
cards of the photographs by vol-
unteer Wilma Keidel.
The mural on the entry wall
painted by Erma Woodis has also
been used for note cards and post-
ers that are for sale at the Corner.

The Corner also has an assort-
ment of books, games and some
toys that are all directly related [to
the Slough. It is the intent to

keep the focus at the Corner |on
educating about the Slough |as
well as informing about all of the
fun to be had at the Slough.

See page 3 for our very own book
about the Slough The Slough
and Youby Bill Sanders, featu
ing our own lbis.

f e

Signature Logo Necklace
made exclusively for Friend
for sale at Friends Corner

T Shirts and golf shirts avai
able with the Friends Logo.




IOPNNER NHZEHTHNETT

Our first summer with the Interpretive Center open for
visitors has been an interesting and educational experi-

ence. In case you haven't had the chance to come, y
will see that it is all we dreamed it to be...
still with our temporary displays! Friends Corner is

the name we have placed on the bookstore and gifig|iow this man around for just a day and you

shop. Rudy, Carolyn and Nancy have been busy wit
the inventory and if you visit on Wednesday, you'll
probably find it open. | have been enjoying greeting

and this is

A
FRIEND
INDEED

bu FRIEND EXTRORDINAIRE!!MN
We Salute You.

By Carolyn Babb

ill
think that you have accomplished more than most
folks can accomplish in a month! Clark is not only a
Friend of the Slough, he is a volunteer guide, a kayak

visitors at the reception desk and introducing them t0qide, a research aide, a trail blazer, a weed puller, a

all the green aspects of the building as well as inform¢
ing them about Friends of Six Mile Cypress Slough ang

our partnership with the county.

fence maker and post hole digger, a senior center
kitchen helper ,bingo caller and line dance instructor,
to name a few of his activities, all done within the

One morning, | met Cheryl Black, a professor at EdisoN same week!
College. We became engaged in conversation and ascjark relocated to Florida from Indiana about ften

shespoke with such enthusiasm about the Slough ancg,

ears ago. At that time he was active in Habitat for

her appreciation of what the Friends have accomrpyymanity. He signed up for the Volunteer Naturalist

plished, we both recognized an opportunity beneficial
to all. She is now a new member of the Board of Direc

tors! This meeting would not have taken place without
The Interpretive Center! This is just the beginning of

seeing our vision ofjetting the message of the wonders
of Six Mile Cypress Slough out to all our visitors,
through this " special gatewayto the Preserve. Come

on out!! Joyce Sanders

RESEARCH IN THE SLOUGH

Currently, Friends members are volunteering time to

assist one of our Friends Board Members, Jeff Key,

with research for a Florida Gulf Coast University
(FGCU) project that is the result of two studies devel-

oped from the Lee County Land Stewardship Plan off

2003. Jeff is pursuing his Masters of Arts in Environ-
mental Science at FGCU.
The next quarter issue gfonnectionawill have a de-

tailed article about this study and its importance to thef

Slough.

One important component of the research is the efforf§

impossible. If you are interested in volunteering, we
meet every Friday now through September and the
every other Friday October through mid May for hy-
drological monitoring. Please call Jeff Key at 239
822-6087 or emalil jeffgkey@comcast.net.

activity at the Slough about eight years ago. Along
with his guide activities as a volunteer, he has been
active in four different FGCU projects at the Slough
and helped to blaze a 31 mile long trail at Prairie
Pines, just to name a few more of his activities. | He
tirelessly gives of his time to aide in the research at
the Slough.
Following this man around the Slough is an educa-
tion in itself. His knowledge, enthusiasm and ppsi-
tive attitude about work in the Slough (and anything
else) are contagious. One wonderful personal mem-
ory is of the bedraggled group of college boys follow-
ing him through the Slough. Clark with a post hole
digger on his shoulder leading the boys with faces
drenched with sweat and shoulders drooping with
exhaustion. Not only does he run circles around the
youngins®é he whistles |whi
known to line dance in the parking lot at the Slough.
Not enough can be said about this man and his contri-
bution to the Slough. He is truly a special Friend, [and
: we are proud that he is onhe
of us.

Photos by Bob Repenning
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