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Presidentôs Message 
 

 

  On April 12, 2008 the 

ñGreen Ribbonò was cut signi-

fying the official opening of 

Six Mile Cypress Sloughôs 

Interpretive Center. Standing behind that ribbon 

were children, elected officials, slough volun-

teers, county staff, any and all who had a part in 

making possible this very special day. 

Lee Countyôs first LEED (Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design) building was made 

possible by the dedication and commitment of so 

many in this community who had a dream! It 

started back in the 1970ôs with high school stu-

dents who wanted to ñsaveò the slough from log-

ging. In 1991 the boardwalk opened the slough 

to the public. The community responded by vol-

unteering their time to work with the staff by in-

troducing the public to the wonders of the wet-

lands. 

In 2001 Friends of Six Mile Cypress Preserve 

was formed as a citizens advocacy and support 

organization to the staff of Six Mile Cypress 

Slough Preserve.  This building is the result of a 

lot of hard work, dedication and commitment 

from an entire community and the partnerships 

that have been formed.  

The Board of County Commissioners listened to 

YOU! They accepted your donations and while 

these contributions were a fraction of the cost of 

the building, the project was moved forward due 

to the demonstrated community support! . This 

ñGreen Interpretive Centerò serves as a model 

for the good things that are possible when Com-

munity Partnerships are formed. 

  I believe Booch DeMarchi, Lee Countyôs Spe-

cial Events Coordinator, sums it best in an email 

the day after the Grand Opening. 

 

ñItôs amazing how many good things 

happen when everybody shares in the 

óheavy liftingô and nobody cares who 

gets the credit! Thanx everybody. Boochò 

 

I want to join Booch in my heartfelt 

thanks to all of you and especially for the 

honor it has been to stand and speak on 

your behalf! Thank you!  

 

The best is yet to beé 

Joyce Sanders, your president 

President Joyce Sanders and ñFriendsò cut the 

green ribbon  at Grand Opening Ceremonies of 

the Interpretive Center at the Six Mile Cypress 

Slough Preserve. 



MARY RUDE 

FRIENDS HONOR AND THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR LOVE AND DEVOTION 

TO THE SIX MILE CYPRESS 

SLOUGH PRESERVE 

By Carolyn Babb 

Mary Rude lost her heart to the Six Mile Cypress 

Slough Preserve on a field trip some years back and 

has never looked for it to be returned.  As an em-

ployee of Lee County Parks and Recreation and as 

the county liaison to the Friends organization, she 

has continually shown in every way the love and 

devotion she has to the Slough. 

From the first meeting of Friends in 2001, Mary has 

been involved not only with her physical help and 

presence but with her advice and support.  She pro-

vided space for brain-storming sessions at the be-

ginning of the organization, meeting and workspace 

for the first fundraiser, ñRaise the Roof,ò time, ad-

vice, guidance and most importantly the link be-

tween Lee County and the Friends organization. 

Mary was one of the first members of Friends and 

has contributed her time and energy through the 

years.  She and her husband, Bob, have been very 

generous financially as well in support of this or-

ganization. 

She continues to teach volunteers, educate them 

always, and share her knowledge of the Slough and 

all that makes it so special.  This past year her time 

has been devoted to developing the new Interpretive 

Center into the beautiful showplace that we see to-

day.     

It is fitting that the issue celebrating the government 

and citizens working together for the common good 

of the slough, should honor the Friends Board Liai-

son, Mary Rude.  We cannot begin to thank her 

enough for her devotion to the Slough and constant  

support to our organization.  

On the outside looking inééééand 

AT LAST getting to look in! 
By Flo Kornman 
The Volunteer Recognition meeting, March 7, 2008,  

of the Volunteers of Six Mile Cypress Slough Pre-

serve was well attended as congratulations were ex-

tended to Rudy Lampron, Volunteer of the Year, (a 

well deserved honor) and Heather brought us up to 

date on what constitutes a ñgreen buildingò, specifi-

cally our green building.  

Finally, the piece de la resistance, we were invited on 

to the broad verandah of our Interpretive Center where 

a festive table was laden with fresh fruit and delicious 

bonbons. Then we toasted the event with sparkling 

grape juice (non-alcoholic) and applauded when 

Alouise  Skehan and Joyce Sanders were given lovely 

bouquets of red roses in appreciation of their efforts in 

bringing the building to fruition. 

All followed by oohôs and ahôs over the potential of 

extraordinary space!  The welcome desk, the book 

shop, the research room, the staff area, the rest rooms 

and on and on! 

What impressed me the most was a feeling of pride to 

be connected with an organization that values its vol-

unteers, makes them feel appreciated  and the joy in 

being able to represent our wonderful Slough. 

Kathy Cahill, Mary Rude and Heather Gienapp lead the 

role playing for preparation for front desk responsibili-

ties for volunteers 



 Our Green Building 
   By Heather Gienapp 
I know many of you have questions about the 

new Interpretive Center.  Many of them surely 

surround the designation of being ñGreenò.   

Since this will be the first public LEED Certi-

fied Green Building in Lee County I thought 

you might be wondering what that really 

means?  There are many reasons our building 

is green, but firsté 

Who decides what makes a building green?  
The U.S. Green Building Council is a non-

profit organization that is comprised of indi-

viduals and businesses involved in the building 

industry.  Their mission is ñTo transform the 

way buildings and communities are designed, 

built and operated, enabling an environmen-

tally and socially responsible, healthy, and 

prosperous environment that improves the 

quality of life.ò   

They have come up with a system for rating 

and certifying buildings as Green called the 

LEED® Green Building Rating System.  

LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design.  This is a voluntary 

national rating system designed to promote the 

building of ñhigh performance, sustainable 

buildings.ò 

What makes our building green? 

There are 5 categories that a building must earn 

points for to be certified green by LEED stan-

dards.  They are sustainable site, materials and 

resources, energy and atmosphere, indoor envi-

ronmental quality and water efficiency.   

Examples of how our building meets those catego-

ries are: 

1 The building was built on an old road-bed 

2 We used rapidly renewable resources like 

bamboo for our ceilings    

3 We are committed to using Energy Star  ® 

equipment and natural lighting  

4 We have implemented green cleaning 

practices to reduce VOCôs (volatile or-

ganic compounds).   

5 We will also be using a cistern to flush our 

toilets and have xeriscaped around the 

building to reduce our water usage.   
We are very excited and proud to have  built the 

first public LEED Certified Green Building in Lee 

County.  We could not have started or completed 

this project without the help of the Friends of the 

Six Mile Cypress Slough. 

  Along the Boardwalk ...Sense Spring!...by Dotty Brown 
 

Breathe deeply and enjoy the freshness of the spring ambience. Rain showers have washed the 

winterôs dust away. Fresh young leaves sporting a multitude of shades of green are emerging. 

Some are marbled with hues of red. Birds have donned their best plumage for mating season. 

Mating calls puncture the silence of a quiet and peaceful rest stop at a wayside shelter. Iris 

made their spring show in numerous places. Breaking the sound barrier is the applause and 

accolades for the persevering warriors who brought the Interpretive Center to full blossom. 

Heather Gienapp explaining details of the Green 

Building to interested on lookers.  

For more about green buildings http://

www.news-press.com/assets/pdf/

A4105504410.PDF  


